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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Conrail Train Yard 

ILD980677595 

Information regarding this site is very United - the files at lEPA only 
contain reports from 1977 and 1978. It appears as though various areas 
of the rail yard have been used to dispose of demolition wastes generated 
on-site. Site inspections during these years pointed out that an 
inadequate amount of final cover was present on the disposal areas, thus 
allowing the site to "become a potential fire hazard. However, no hazardous 
or non-hazardous wastes were reported as going to this site, other than 
the debris from on-site demolition. 

Although the landfill itself itself does not seem to present any problems, 
the site in general may be of a little more concern. Various operations 
which take place at the train yard could lead to oil spills in the fuel 
storage aresa and the refueling areas* These spills represent potential 
damage to the environment, as spilled oil may make its way to surface 
water, or infiltrate into the ground. Contamination of surface water 
can be intensified if some type of ditch or stream runs through the 
train yard. At the site in question, a dralna.̂ e ditch does run through the 
property, and is tributary to streams which eventually make their way 
to the Mississippi River. 

Conrail Train Yard (previously owned by Penn Central, before it went 
bankrupt) makes an attempt to treat water possibly contaminated on-site, 
before it leaves the yard. Dikes, oil separators, and dans were used 
during the 1970s to prevent oil contaminated water from leaving the site. 
However, field reports and observations found the treatment to be 
inadequate. Oil was often found on the surface of the water in the 
drainage ditch downstream of the site. Furthermore, the area along the 
ditch, both above and below the train yard, was reported to be oil-stained. 
Thus, not only is the soil in the train yard contaminated with oil, but 
also soil in the surrounding area. Because of this, I would suggest that 
this site be given low priority. 


